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Mr. McCamtran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
. the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 1181] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 1181)-.to amend section 207 of the Legislative Reorganization 
Act of 1946 so as to authorize payment of claims arising from the 
correction of military or naval records, with instructions to report 
back before the next call of the calendar, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon with amendments and recommends that 
the bill, as amended, do pass. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation, as amended, is to author- 
ize the Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Air Force and the Secretary 
of the Treasury (with respect to the Coast Guard) to make certain 
payments which become due as a result of action taken by the respec- 
tive Boards for the Correction of Records authorized by section 207 
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946. 


It further expands the authority of the Boards to consider certain 
cases of officers who were passed over for promotion. 


AMENDMENTS 


1. On page 3, following the period on line 17, insert a paragraph as 
follows: 


(1) This subsection shall not be deemed to authorize the payment of any claim 
heretofore compensated by Congress through enactment of a private law. 
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On page 4, following line 15, insert four new subsections as 
follows: 

(e) The Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the Treasury, for their 
respective departments, shall make semiannual reports to the Congress of all 
claims paid under this subsection during the period covered by each such report. 
Each such report shall include, with respect to each such claim, a statement of 
the amount paid, to whom, and a brief description of the claim. 

(f) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to authorize the payment Sr any 
amount as compensation for any benefit to which the claimant might subsequently 
become entitled under the laws and regulations administered by the Administrator 
of Veterans’ Affairs. 

(g) The Board for the Correction of Naval Records shall have jurisdiction to 
review and to correct the case of nonpromotion of any officer that occurred under 
the wartime panel system in the Navy or Marine Corps between January 1, 1942, 
and August 7, 1947, if there was in the opinion of the Board any injustice, admin- 
istrative error, or other circumstance of administration that caused the officer 
concerned to fail of such advancement: Provided, That such officer shall, within 
six months of the date of approval of this Act, request the Board to conduct such 
review. All qualifications required by law are deemed to have been met, and no 
others shall be required in any case decided in such officer’s favor by the Board. 

(h) Irrespective of any other provisions of this Act, the compensation of any 
officer advanced in accordance with subsection (e) of this section shall be based 
upon the grade to which advanced, and shall be computed from (that is, retro- 
active to) the date on which compensation for that grade did in fact commence 
for the officer who shall have become next senior to the officer so advanced. 


STATEMENT 


The Committee on the Judiciary is of the opinion that this legisla- 
tion, properly safeguarded, is a forward step in relieving the Congress 
of some of its burden with respect to the consideration of private 
bills. 

The first amendment proposed by the committee is intended to 
preclude any possibility that a person whose record had been cor- 
rected, and who had been compensated through enactment of 
private bill, could file a claim for duplicate payment under the 
provisions of this act. 

The language proposed by the committee in new subsection (e) 
requires the respective Secretaries to file semiannual reports with the 
Congress with respect to each claim paid by them under the provisions 
of this act. 

The language proposed by the committee in new subsection (f) is 
to preclude the respective Secretaries from making any payments 
under this act following a decision made by the Administrator of 
Veterans’ Affairs which in turn might have stemmed from corrective 
action taken by one of the Boards. For example, a person who has 
received a dishonorable discharge from the armed services is not en- 
titled to benefits under the so-called GI bill. If, however, pursuant 
to corrective action taken by one of the Boards, such discharge was 
changed to one under honorable conditions, he might then be in a 
position to assert and successfully establish a claim with the Veterans’ 
Administration for compensation for a disability incurred in line of 
duty. Under present laws and regulations, such compensation could 
only be paid to him beginning with the date of corrective action taken 
by the Board and no retroactive payments would be made. This 
proposed amendment is intended to preclude the respective Secre- 
taries of the armed services from making any such retroactive pay- 
ments under the provisions of this act. 
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The new language proposed by the committee in subsections (g) 
and (h) extends the authority of the Board for the Correction of 
Naval Records so as to permit it to review and correct certain cases 
of nonpromotion of any officer that occurred under the wartime 
panel system in the Navy or Marine Corps between January 1, 1942, 
and August 7, 1947, if there was in the opinion of the Board any 
injustice, administrative error, or other circumstance of administra- 
tion that caused the officer concerned to fail of such advancement. 
It is the understanding of the committee that there are perhaps five 
or six officers who would fall within this category and who have 
no recourse under any existing law or regulation. 
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